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If their prayers are heard, all is right. But if they
are refused, they think that they have somehow in-
curred the anger of their fetish, and they try to
appease him/

Such is a short abstract of what De Brosses meant
by fetishism^ what he believed the religion of the
negroes to be, and what he thought the religion of all
the great nations of antiquity must have been before
they reached the higher stages of polytheism and mo-
notheism.

Usefulness of tlie study of savage tribes.

The idea that, in order to understand what the so-
called civilised people may have been before they
reached their higher enlightenment, we ought to study
savage tribes, such as we find them still at the pre-
sent day, is perfectly just. It is the lesson which
geology has taught us, applied to the stratification of
the human race. But the danger of mistaking meta-
morphic for primary igneous rocks is much less in
geology than in anthropology. Allow me to quote
some excellent remarks on this point by Mr. Herbert
Spencer1. 'To determine/ he writes, cwhat concep-
tions are truly primitive, would be easy if we had
accounts of truly primitive men. But there are sundry
reasons for suspecting that existing men of the lowest
types, forming social groups of the simplest kinds, do
not exemplify men as they originally were. Probably
most of them, if not all, had ancestors in higher

1 'Sociology,' p. 106. See also 'On some Characteristics of Malayo-
Polynesians,' in 'Journal of the Anthropological Institute/ February,
1878.
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